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Our pre-match playlist is 
chosen by the players, 
Lauren Singleton has 
added her favourite tunes 
to Danielle Burke’s

Like what you hear? Want 
to hear what the player’s 
play in the dressing room 
before a game?

Visit the ‘CCFC Women’ 
playlist on Spotify by 
clicking the logo below.

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2ELd9To87ZlT48kY2gNnxl
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2ELd9To87ZlT48kY2gNnxl
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FROM THE 
DUGOUT

It’s an honour to be able to welcome
Stephen Quinn, his players and staff to
Turners Cross tonight in my capacity as
Caretaker manager of Cork City. Paul
Farrell has done a great job right across
the club and we’re going to miss him
personally and professionally.

It’s been a really busy week, speaking
with the Senior Team and then the
academy teams on Tuesday. Taking
them through the plans for the interim
period and getting the team ready for the
game tonight. I really want to thank all
the players, on the senior squad for their
positivity, and the academy teams for
their messages of support.

It is a temporary role but I want to make
a difference and hit the ground running
against Wexford. We’ve shown in a few
games this season how good we can be,
that we can put in excellent
performances. The players have been
super in taking on the way I like to
approach games and there will be a
couple of small changes to how we play
facing an excellent Wexford Youths side.

We’d love to upset the odds tonight,
Enjoy the game.

Jess Lawton
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JUNIOR/SENIOR
“Once I turned 17, I was considered a senior 
player and I feel like I’ve been around the 
block for years, I don’t really think about it 
too much, you just get used to it.”

Danielle Burke sat down with City View 
this week to discuss playing senior soccer at 
16 and becoming one of the club’s longest 
serving players, all before she finishes 
college in a couple of weeks.

“I started with passage 
when I was about 4, I 
joined the academy, but it 
was all boys, she usual” 
she laughs, rolling her 
eyes “I stayed there, I 
think I was 7 when I got 
called up to the U12 panel 
and I stayed with them 
until I was 16 and then I 
signed with City.”

Hang on! Seven? “Ha, 
yeah. My mom was good 
friends with the coach 
Tina [Murphy], they had 
played football together. 
Tina saw me kicking a ball 
and she said bring her up”
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“Sure I was delighted that I got to train
with an actual girls team. I’d say we got
hammered in absolutely every game
because it was a new team but I was just
delighted to be part of it.”

“Tina coached me the whole way up and
we still chat. If she’s at the games, I can
hear her straight away” she laughs “she’s
a huge part of why I got to City and why
I played for Ireland. She was unreal.”

“I played u14 & U16 for Cork. We won
the Gaynor my last year and I was co-
captain. The final went to penalties
against the midlands. I took a penalty
and it the bar at the back of the net and
it bounced back out, the ref was “Nah”.

She thought it didn’t go in, that it had hit
the post. So I was bawling crying waiting
for the rest of the penalties, thinking I’m
after losing it for Cork, we ended up
winning so it was just relief. It turned
out one of my best memories.”

A keen Gaelic footballer, she felt she had
to give it up as Ireland started calling.
“It’s tough to keep going, training three
times a week and then away at the
weekend. My mom drove me to literally
every training session and every game,
she was always there.”

“My school were good to me, when I was
away with Ireland and the Irish coaches
would build in study time. In leaving
cert, myself and Saoirse [Noonan] would
be down the back of the bus with our
books and trying to do a bit of study but
then sure we’d be asleep in about ten
minutes, it’s about finding that balance,
and the managers we’ve dealt with have
always been great, who you have around
you is important.”

“You miss a good bit in school, and then
outside it like parties and gatherings, so
it is a huge commitment but the
opportunities you get from it all are just
second to none really.”

Ireland came calling and it’s an
experience she wouldn’t swap. “We got
away for friendlies and qualifiers. We
went to Turkey for U17 qualifiers and the
hotel we stayed at was this mad resort
with water slides and everything” that’s
a great memory and also but our last
time as an U19 group having come
through together, we were in Cork, we
got knocked out and it was sad but it was
still a really good experience just to end
up with the girls who you’d started off
playing with as well.”

It was the Irish coaches who directed her
towards Cork City.

“It was on Irish Camps the coaches
would say that we should be trying to get
into League of Ireland teams and be
training at that higher standard. So, I
started training with City when I was 15
but still playing with Passage. They
asked me to sign shortly after my 16th

birthday. I went straight into Senior
with City but I’d never played senior
with Passage. My first senior game was
against Wexford Youths, in at the deep
end” she laughs.
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“The season was a short one, we had the 
whole summer off, so I signed back senior 
with passage then to get more senior 
experience before going back to City.

“I’ve been with Mac and Nat since I started, 
they were brilliant, they were so welcoming 
and they’d give you advice and the 
managers too, they know you’re just starting 
off, they don’t expect you to adapt straight 
away. It’s up to you then to adjust yourself 
to it too. I stuck at it and I’m still there.”

“The 2017 cup final is my biggest highlight 
of my football career to date. I remember 
sitting in the Aviva dressing room. I was so 
nervous, I was like “please pick my name, 
please pick my name” once I heard my 
name, I was in the zone then. Walking out 
on the pitch it was so surreal, I don’t even 
have words for it. Then during the game, 
There’s moments you’re looking at the stand 
and the screen and then it’s ‘OK, get your 
head back into it’.”

“The buzz then afterwards, the 
homecoming, you’d be walking around, 
we had our medals clung to us for about 
a week afterwards “she says, smiling 
“everyone saying well done to us. It was 
a huge buzz that all our hard work had 
paid off and that people had started to 
notice us. We were like celebrities.”

Another memory that stands out is the 
moving of home games to Turner’s 
Cross. “Turners Cross is great, even 
when we were out in Bishopstown, we’d 
all be saying we’d love to be playing at 
the Cross. You associate Turners Cross 
with Cork City anyway, so we wanted to 
be there.” 

“Even the dressing rooms, the tunnel 
and the walk out, it’s more professional 
and more of a buzz. There is pride in it 
too, we’re representing Cork City, in our 
home ground.”

Off the field, Danielle is juggling football 
and studies. She missed the presentation 
of her final year group project because 
she was playing for City away in Treaty 
United “I have two final exams, and I’m 
done then, forever.” Plans for the future? 
“I’m not sure, I think a job in sports 
marketing would be what I’m looking to 
do.” With the determination she’s shown 
in football, there’ll be no stopping her.
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Wexford Watch
FAI Cup Holders Wexford Youths are one of the ‘Big 3’ 
in the league & sit just two points behind a Shels team 
they are yet to face at the top of the league right now. 

We suffered a 5-1 defeat away to Youths already this 
season with Ellen Molloy (pictured) scoring a hat-trick 
in the opening 20 minutes. Molloy and Aoibheann 
Clancy are just two of the young and influential players 
that Manager Stephen Quinn has blended into a side 
otherwise laden with experience. 

Our last win against Youths came in 2020, Saoirse 
Noonan and Eabha O’Mahony scoring in a 2-1 win, our 
other game against them in 2020 finishing in a draw, 
but it was 3 wins from 3 for the South East Club last 
season.

Wexford Youths are a side that carry many goal threats, 
with Kylie Murphy, Ciara Rossiter and Becky Watkins 
among the players to watch. But their success is also 
built on strong foundations with the excellent Maeve 
O’Leary in goals and Della Doherty, Ciara Rossiter 
excelling in defence. Former Cork City U17 player and 
U17 International Maebh Russell would expect to line 
out at right back, with another former City U17 Grace 
Fitzpatrick-Ryan likely to feature in the squad.

The squad features a number of U17, U19 and senior 
international players, a tough test for 
Cork City caretaker manager Jess Lawton
to navigate today.
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Heidi’s Highs

One of the real success stories from
Cork City’s academy recently is Heidi
Mackin, who’s juggling Irish WU16
and WU17 duties alongside an
exceptional run with the Cork City U17
side. City View caught up with Heidi
this week to talk Ireland, Cork City and
more.

Heidi began the year as part of James
Scott’s U17 squad for the Elite Phase
Qualifiers in Dublin. Playing in Tallaght
stadium, the games televised, she
recalls the ups and downs of the
qualifiers. “It was a great experience,
especially with the crowd and playing
in Tallaght, the City girls came to the
first match. When we’re abroad it’s just
the few parents that travel.”

“It was great to get on the first game
with the crowd just to settle the nerves
in front of such a big crowd.”

“I played all three game. I thought I
could have done better, but the results
didn’t help either, but I was happy
enough overall.”

No sooner had the dust settled than
James Scott wanted her in his U16
Squad for an extended camp in Malta.
It was brilliant, especially for the girls
whose first camp it was. We were
away ten days so they’ll be used to it
now for the U17 qualifiers next year.”

Heidi scored her third Irish goal in
Malta, and has a great record with
goals for Cork City too. She’s a
particular threat on her left foot from
set-pieces. “In club level before joining
City, I used to play in midfield and for
County then I was left wing or
midfield so goalscoring was one of my
strong points. Sometimes in a game if
we’re doing well, I try to get forward
that bit more often, I’ve got a hat-trick
this year for the U17s, so I still really
enjoy getting forward.”

The path to Irish goals started age
with Carrigaline, “I didn’t start playing
soccer until I was 9, so I had a girls’
team straight away, but up until I was
9, I was always playing with the boys
around the park.”

Heidi, Ellie O’Brien & Maebh Russell on Irish duty
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Carrigaline put Heidi forward for 
county and as she’s was playing for 
Carrigaline and Cork, City came 
looking for her. “I wasn’t really 
thinking of City at the time that Sarah 
Healy called us. I thought I was too 
young, I was concentrating on Gaynor 
and County Football. Then Sarah 
called during lockdown, as soon as I 
got the call, I dropped everything 
straight away. I was delighted.”

“I played football and camogie, I only 
gave up Gaelic Football last year. 
Before I joined City, I was on Cork 
Schoolgirls and County Football, 
when I signed for City I made the 
decision not to continue with County 
Football. It helps with fitness and I do 
miss it a lot but it’s hard to keep it all 
going.”

A strong opening season last season, 
which culminated with a Cup final in 
Athlone has been built on this year. 
The young profile of the side last year 
has helped this year. “There is a lot of 
experience of the age because a lot of 
use were there last year. 

I’m actually U17 again next season, 
and the girls we’ve added, a lot of 
them are Munster players, and are 
Irish schools Internationals, so they’ve 
all got experience of high-level games, 
it’s great really.” Heidi has trained 
with the seniors a few times already 
“It’s much faster and more physical, 
but we’ve such a strong U17s team 
that we train really hard, so that helps 
to make the gap feel smaller. Its 
definitely quicker, a much faster 
tempo, but the physicality would be 
the big difference.”

It’s something that despite her many 
Irish appearance, she’s aware of the 
set-up in physicality “Even at U19s, I 
feel more comfortable, but you have to 
be a little stronger and adapt to the 
physicality. But I enjoy it.”

In transition year this year, the 
student laughs that “School is second 
priority after football. It’s great 
though, as I’ve been away with so 
many Irish camps, I can still keep up.”

Heidi (Back Row 2nd from left) with the Cork U12 team at a match in Cahir, Co Tipperary in 
May  2017. Among her team mates are current City players , Ailbhe O’Donovan, Niamh 

Cotter, Ellie O’Brien, Kayleigh Still, Kiera Sena and City coach Aine O’Donovan.



ACADEMY ROUND-UP
Our WU17s and WU19s were both in action last weekend, both 
sides recording impressive wins. Manager Jess Lawton found 
time in an extremely busy week to review the games from last 
weekend and look forward to the U17 game against Bohemians 
in the Cup this weekend.

The WU17s recorded a first win in Phase 1 of the FAI Cup 
competition beating Cobh Ramblers 4-2 in what was a much 
tougher game than the earlier league encounter. “We said in 
training during the week that Cobh knew us now and would 
adapt to our style of play and they did. It was a tighter pitch, 
so we had to adjust a little to that, but they set up well, let us 
have the ball and defended well. We got ahead twice through 
Fiana (Bradley) and Kiera (Sena) but were pegged back. We 
got a bit frustrated and found it hard to break them down, but 
that was a good learning for the girls and we adapted well and, 
in the end, the hard work paid off and Kiera added a second 
before Shauna (Sheehan) confirmed the win.”

It’s Bohs at home this weekend, the second game in the Cup 
groups and a new challenge for the WU17. “We haven’t played 
them before; we’re looking forward to it. We’ve done a bit of 
work on them but really, we just look after our own game, play 
our style and if we hit problems, I’ve confidence in the girls 
that they can find solutions on the pitch. Grace Flanagan 
should be back from an ankle injury with no other injury 
concerns.”

The U19s hosted Bohs last weekend and Lawton is delighted 
with the progress the team are making. “We say it every week, 
we work on improving and finding solutions and that’s back-
to-back wins now. We started well, and even though we 
conceded early, the girls’ tempo just carried through. There 
were no dropped heads, we put the ball down for the restart 
and within a minute we were up the pitch and level. A lovely 
finish by Erin O’Brien, who we were glad to have back and fit. 
We created chances and Mia O’Connell added the second. 
Both teams had chances, but I was particularly happy that our 
intensity never dropped and, our substitutes were impactful, 
especially as some had played the day before. I was delighted 
with them”. The U19s have a scheduled weekend off on May 
15th.
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Caretaker Manager: Jess Lawton
Asst. Manager: Niall Collins
Physio: Eileen Foyle
Strength & Conditioning: James Long O’Leary
Goalkeeping Coaches: Fergal Duffy & Gary Delaney
Player Liaison: Aine O’Donovan
Analyst: Josh Cooney
Videographer: Jacob Derham

V
NEXT FIXTURE

Saturday 21st May, 2.00pm.
The Showgrounds

A Note of Thanks To 
Paul Farrell

“We are all extremely grateful to Paul for 
the work he has put in over the last 12 
months as manager, as well as the work 
he put in previously as assistant 
manager. 

Paul has worked extremely hard with the 
club and the players to continue bringing 
talented young players through from our 
academy teams, and he has made a big 
contribution to Cork City FC throughout 
his time here. 

Paul has put an enormous amount of 
time and energy into the role, and he has 
been a pleasure to deal with. We thank 
him for all of the work he has put in and 
wish him the very best for the future.”

- Declan Carey, CCFC Chairman
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