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FROM THE DUGOUT
They’ll be sick of looking at us at this stage, but
we still wish a warm welcome to Tommy Hewitt,
his staff, and all the players and supporters of
Athlone Town to Turners Cross for today’s SSE
Airtricity Women’s National League Game.
It’s just been a week since we played Athlone in
the Cup and while the result was disappointing,
the performance wasn’t. Looking back on the
video of the game, it’s one of our better
performances, especially with the injuries we
had, but the players were brilliant. I think
everyone can see the improvement, but we all
want to move on from hearing ‘you deserved
more out of that game’. We know that, and it can
be frustrating, but we want to move on to getting
some results as a reward for the performances.
The two games we’ve played against Athlone
since I’ve been here, we’ve been in the game for
long periods. Athlone are a brilliant test and I
think we cause them problems, but they’ve had
the upper hand on us. League tables don’t lie,
they’re a better team than us right now, but I
feel we’re starting to be more competitive and
maybe close the gap a little.
We have two big games in a week, we’ll be
looking to get something out of the game today
so we can go into the Sligo game on a bit of a
bounce. Its great to see the girls from Drinagh
Rangers in today, We might see some of them
lining out for Cork City in the future.
Enjoy the game,

Danny Murphy
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Today’s playlist is again guest
hosted by player sponsor ‘The
other Three Amigos’ podcast
They think they can do better
than the players. We have our
doubts, but let them know at

@TheOther3Amigos
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Around the Club
Massive welcome to Drinagh Rangers who join us for today’s match, cheering on the team
and playing at half-time.

This week 8 of our players were
on Irish International duty across
three different groups.
Eva Mangan and Chloe Atkinson
with WU19.
Niamh Cotter, Fiana Bradley and
Heidi Mackin on WU17.
Clodagh Fitzgerald , Kiera Sena
and Ciara Fitzpatrick with WU16
Carlow.

Congratulations to Chloe Atkinson
who has this week been named
WNL U19 player of the month
5

6

Rise of Shine
One of the good news stories
around Cork City this season
has been the return from
illness of Laura Shine, who
marked each of her first two
games back with a goal. City
View sat down with Laura
this week to talk about her
career to date, the impact
Covid had on her football and
her health and coming back
to the team with a new
mindset where she just wants
to play.
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“I grew up in an estate full of boys, and one
of my best friends – Cathal McCarthy, he’s
Conor McCarthy’s brother that used to
play with City – was next door. We’d be
out with them, my brother and his friends
and we’d be in the garden playing football.
Cathal was playing with Blarney United
and then I went down and played with the
boys’ teams, I was young enough, maybe 6
ore 7. They set up a girls team the
following year and I played with them then
for ages. “

“The year we came 5th with Cork, I got
called up to the interprovincial side.
Barry Ryan put me forward for the Irish
trials. He was really nice to me. I hadn’t
actually played the interprovincial
matches because I’d gotten a stress
fracture in my foot and I was only just
back really when the Irish trials came
up. So, I wasn’t really the player I knew I
could be on the trials, I didn’t have
confidence. I got to the second round,
but I got cut then.”

“I played with them until maybe 12/13
when I was in first year in secondary and
moved to Wilton United then. It was
funny, We won a final in Turners Cross
with Blarney United at U12s, it was against
Carrigaline United, Eva Mangan was
playing for them. It was the Ken McGrath
Cup and it was like our lives changed the
day we won it.”
“Then with Wilton there were so many
good players they were really used to
winning everything and they hardly
noticed cup wins. We got to the National
Cup final against Peamount the first year I
was with them. We got beat well, they’d
done their research on is, but we won a
good few leagues and cups.”
“I got called up to the Cork Gaynor side, I
was playing a year up, so the first year I
went I didn’t get much game time. The
next year I was up to the age, I think we
came 5th, won the shield and I remember
playing some Peamount players so it was
one of the Dublin sides, I think I got player
of the match, I can’t remember to be
honest, I really should remember things
like that” she laughs.
“That squad moved onto the next Gaynor
and we won that final against South Tipp.”

Laura and Eva Mangan on Ireland Duty

The first time I was played for Ireland
was with James Scott at U17, I was still
with Wilton at the time, I remember a
load of the girls were with League of
Ireland clubs and James weas ringing
Wilton to get clearance for camps.
James had it his squad at that stage,
they had been in Belgium on a camp in
the summer. I went up to the trial in
August just before the qualifiers.
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“To be honest, I wasn’t invested in it at
the time, because he had his squad and I
went just the experience really, I didn’t
expect anything to come of it. Then a
week before they went to Lithuania, I got
told I was going. To be honest, I’m glad I
had so little time to think about it and
being thrown in at the deep end was
probably the best way for it to happen.”
I think we were in Lithuania for 12 days, I
came on against Lithuania for my debut
and got a goal and an assist. We were due
to play friendlies early 2020 but I got
injured playing for City, just studs across
the ankle, but it blew up like a balloon. I
went down, but James sent me home,
which was fair enough really, there was
no point trying to play on it.
Then that March Covid happened and the
Elite phase qualifiers were pulled.” Laura
was just 16 at the time and it was the
start of a common theme that she, and so
many Irish kids can relate to on their
experiences of Covid “I do think I missed
out on a lot for Ireland through Covid, we
were doing Zoom calls for preparation
and Jess Stapleton, Ellen Molloy and
myself were the three leaders. I think
that could have been a special year for me
for Ireland if it wasn’t for Covid.”
“I joined City then from Wilton, I came in
training with the U17s at the same time
as Eva Mangan and Mia O’Connell, just
training, we couldn’t sign at that stage, it
was about coming in, seeing how we’d get
on training with the squad. We were
there through the winter and then I
played a Cup Final with Wilton in the
January and I signed for City after.”

“It’s all a bit of a blur to be honest, I was
only 16 and it was the Covid season so it
kind of ruined that season, but we won
the U17 League in Athlone and then I got
called up to the senior side too and we got
to the Cup final against Peamount in
Tallaght. The 17s though, I think we
played 4 games in a couple of weeks just
to run the competition off.”
One of the things that people say about
Laura a lot is that she will put it up to
anyone, that she doesn’t care who’s she’s
playing against. But as a 16 year old
moving into the senior side, it wasn’t as
straightforward. “On the pitch yeah, I
shout a lot, but as a person I’d be a bit
quieter” she laughs “I do like to have my
friends close, and you know, if you’re in a
crowded situation having people around
you that you know well. When I went up
to seniors first, sometimes I’d have
preferred to have been down with the 17s,
but I gradually eased into it. Eva and
Kelly Leahy coming up too helped that
and sure now I know all the girls and it’s
grand, it was getting to that point that
was the awkward part.”
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“The first time I made a real mark I think

““I don’t think I’ll get back to soccer at all

was against Bohs. We had led, then it got
pulled back to 2-2 and I came off the
bench and scored twice. To be fair, one I
just tapped in. Then I scored against
DLR, it was all off the bench but if was a
great boost. Playing on telly at 16.”

this year, or even longer”, like I couldn’t
walk up and down to the shop. Because I
was sick, I wasn’t around the team either,
that was tough, but City weren’t in a great
place. It sounds weird but I felt I wasn’t
missing out on as much as if we’d been
winning. I texted Paul Farrell to meet on
a Wednesday about coming back in, but
he left the weekend before, so I was with
Jess for a couple of weeks and then
Danny came in, so I was back as the
change was happening.”

“The thing is, I started thinking I hard to
score every game then to keep going, I’d
end up frustrated with myself and
thinking I was going backwards. I put a
load of pressure on myself and the
situation with the Irish U19s didn’t help.
Look, I didn’t have the best time with the
Irish 19s and I got dropped, but that’s not
something that bothers me now. I had
asked for feedback on being dropped, and
Jess Lawton got the feedback before a
game with DLR. I went out and scored a
hat-trick and then I just said to Jess “I
don’t give a fuck” she laughs, so Jess put
it back in her pocket.”
Laura missed half of this season to Covid
and she’s comfortable talking about it, a
lot of people don’t realise how many
people went through, and are going
through, longer term effects of the virus.
“At the start of the season, I was just too
sick to care I was missing football to be
honest, I have asthma and it really hit me
in the lungs, I might manage a half day in
school before I’d come back and go to bed
for 20 hours or something, you’d be so
worn down. It’s not linear coming back
from it, you think you’ve come so far and
then you get a set-back. At one stage I
went down station Road to the shop, like
a ten minute walk and on the way back I
couldn’t breathe, I just made it home to
fall on the couch for twenty minutes with
my mom rubbing my back, I was thinking

“I think coming in while all that change
was going on was a good thing, because
the whole squad is sort of learning how
Danny wants to set up and play and the
things, he wants to bring out of us in
matches, so it kind of feels like I’ve joined
at the start of a short season rather than
midway through a season if you know
what I mean. Everyone was saying to me,
just play to play, don’t be worrying about
impressing this person or that person and
that’s the attitude I have now. In a
strange way, being out sick with Covid
changed my mindset a lot, I’m just back
enjoying it now. I have nothing to lose.”
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2022 Statistics

NEXT GAMES

Bohemian FC, WNL
Sat, Jul 30th 2pm
Dalymount Park

Athlone Town, FAI Cup
Sat, Aug 7th TBD
Athlone Town Stadium
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It would be wrong to start a summary of the past
week without offering congratulations to the
players who all played in the past week for the
Irish Underage sides. Eva, Chloe, Niamh, Fiana,
Heidi, Keira, Clodagh and Ciara are all doing the
club proud and really are doing so well at
international level.
We travelled up midweek to play the Irish U16
team through the week and it was a brilliant
opportunity to see our girls in action and to look
at how we can help develop them and improve
their game.

UNDERAGE
FOCUS
Jess Lawton

With International camps coming so quick on
the back of multiple games for the players in
question, we really are paying close attention to
the girls loads in training and matching and
make sure they’re getting opportunity for
recovery and rest.
Our U17s had a brilliant and deserved win in
Treaty last weekend. We played good football
and moved the ball well and I know we’re all glad
to finally get the wins going and we’ll be looking
to continue that with the squad this weekend
against Sligo Rovers at home in Mayfield. I feel
we didn't do ourself justice in the previous game
up in Sligo, so we want to see how we’ve moved
on since.
I feel we could have gotten something out of our
U19 game against Shelbourne last weekend. It
was a hugely entertaining game and we
competed well. The task isn’t any easier this
weekend against Wexford in Mayfield this
Sunday. We’ve had great contests with Youths
over recent games at all levels and we really are
hopeful we can get something out of the game at
the weekend.
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About the Town

Tommy Hewitt’s side will travel to Cork City this afternoon
full of confidence as they Shannonsiders have recorded
three wins from three over City this weekend. Currently 3rd
in the table, just six points behind a stuttering Shels side,
and with a game in hand, they will be looking to drive
home the form they’ve shown in the league this season.

The side are celebrating the deserved call up of Muireann
Devaney, Emily Corbett and Jess Hennessy to Vera Pauw’s
home based training squad.
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Senior Squad Pen Pics and Sponsor Info

#1 Abby McCarthy
H The Other Three Amigos
Podcast
A KBD Photos

#3 Danielle Burke
H Douglas Credit Union

#19 Orlaith Deasy
Available to Sponsor

#8 Kate O’Donovan
H Kilpaddoge Energy Ltd

#13 Maria O’Sullivan
Available to Sponsor

#4 Ciara McNamara
H Cathedral Credit Union

#24 Lauren Walsh
H CCFC Board of
Management

# Leah Murphy
Available to Sponsor

#26 Hannah Walsh
Available to Sponsor

#2 Natalie O’Brien
Available to Sponsor

#4 Zara Foley
#11 Shaunagh McCarty
H Dennehy Health & Fitness H Ballincollig Credit Union

#25 Lauren Singleton
H Singleton’s SuperValu
Hollyhill

#18 Becky Cassin
H Flag Man
A On The Ball Media

#6 Aoife Cronin
Available to Sponsor

#17 Riona Crowley
H Ronayne Shipping
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#20 Eva Mangan
H The Other Three Amigos
Podcast
A Colm O’Donoghue

#14 Aoibhin Donnelly
Available to Sponsor

#28 Chloe Atkinson
Available to Sponsor

#22 Kelly Leahy
H Just Perfect IT

#16 Laura Shine
H Blarney Developments
Limited

# Aisling Kelly
Available to Sponsor

#7 Nadine Seward
Available to Sponsor

#9 Christina Dring
Available to Sponsor

#32 Lauren Egbuloniu
#27 Ellie O’Brien
H The Other Three Amigos Available to Sponsor
Podcast

# Mia O’Connell
Available to Sponsor

# Heidi Mackin
Available to Sponsor

We have players available for home and away sponsorship!
Sponsoring the remainder of the 2022 season is just €125
(+VAT) and includes the below:

# Fiana Bradley
Available to Sponsor

•Season Ticket to all CCFC Women’s Home League games for the
remainder of 2022 season.
•Your sponsored player’s shirt at the end of the season
•Listed as player’s sponsor on website and match-day programme
•Social media announcement from CCFC of your sponsorship
•Two player appearance opportunities
Contact: Commercial@CorkCityFC.ie
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