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FROM THE DUGOUT
Welcome to Bohemians today on what is our final home
fixture of the season, before we travel to Treaty United
next weekend for our final game. We want to finish with
two wins, and show a reaction to last weekend’s game,
which was frustrating.

We didn’t play well but we didn’t outwork Peamount
either, which we needed to do given their quality. We
made the game very easy for them and they’re probably
the best team who have come to the Cross this season.

We had a period in the second half when we were really
on top and they did not know what to do. But we
couldn’t carry it on. I don’t know if we have the belief
that we can go and beat Peamount yet. Once the second
went in, our heads dropped a little but we have an
opportunity to put that right in the last two games. We
want to finish the season on a high, send everyone away
looking forward to what’s to come.

We are hoping for a good crowd today, the players
deserve one. They’ve put in a huge effort over the past
couple of months and James and I really appreciate
that. There’s been a lot of change, but they’ve bought
into what we want to do and they’ve just embraced it.

As this is the last home game, I won’t have another
opportunity in these notes, so I just want to
congratulate Nathalie O’Brien on the Irish sides
qualification for next years Futsal World Cup in Brazil.
She’s an inspiration. Also, I want to wish luck to our
U17s in the League Final against Shels and the U19s in
their Semi final, against Shamrock Rovers.

With the players we have and the players coming
through the academy, we can really look forward to the
future.
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Enjoy the game,
Danny Murphy
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Around the Club

Huge congratulations to our own Nathalie
O’Brien, her teammates and coaching staff on
their 6th place finish in the European Deaf
Futsal Championships in Italy. Despite losing
out on the 5/6th play-off to the host country
Italy on Friday, their dominant 5-2 win over
Sweden in the previous round had
guaranteed them a place at next year’s World
Cup in Brazil.

Drawn in a tough group B with Spain,
Germany and Israel, the Irish girls hit the
ground running with a comprehensive 5-0
victory over the Israelis. Losses to Germany
(5-2) and Spain (8-6 with Nathalie on the
scoresheet) Ireland’s result meant they faced
Switzerland in the qualification round. A 4-0
win saw them face Poland in the Quarter
Finals. The Irish team were up- against a
brilliant team on the day and though
thoughts of winning the tournament
disappeared with the loss to Poland, they
found themselves in the 4-8th place play off
standings and just a single game, against
Sweden, away from the World Cup in Brazil.

The Irish team showed absolutely no
nerves given the occasion and led 2-0 at
half time, before they stretched the lead
further in the 2nd Half to 5-0 with Nathalie
again on the scoresheet. Two late Swedish
goals did not put a dampener on the
celebrations as the team guaranteed a top
6 finish and their World Cup participation.

Everyone at the club is absolutely
delighted for Nathalie and her team-
mates. A massive congratulations from
everyone at Cork City FC.
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In Safe 
Hands

Abby McCarthy possibly has
the best vantage point to view
the improvement in Cork City
performances this season.
“I’m really glad I’m not facing
as many shots as the start of
the season” she joked as she
spoke to City View about
studying in the car on the way
to training, penalty saves and
thinking Danny Murphy was
“going mad” when he asked
her to change a particular
aspect of her game.

BACK WITH A BANG

“No-one knew I was coming
back really, but I’m so glad I
did.” Kelly Leahy laughed as she
told City View about her recent
return to action with the club,
and her belief that the team are
on the verge of doing great
things, with the belief now so
strong in the squad.
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It was early in the season that Kelly sat
down with her mom and had a serious
chat about her upcoming Leaving Cert.
“I took a step back this year because I
just had to concentrate on my Leaving.
I am actually glad I took the break
because I’m in UCC now doing
Commerce and I think if I hadn’t
focused on the study, I might not have
gotten what I wanted.”

“Back in April I was coming in from
school and going straight to training,
and my mom said that if I wanted to do
well, I needed to make a change, and
she was right. It was only a couple of
months I was out and now I can give
the next ten years to City.”

It’s strange to hear a 19 year old look 10
years into the future at a single club,
but City holds a special place in Kelly’s
hear. “It’s all about Cork City for me, I
was always at the lads matches growing
up, my dad is a big City fan, a big soccer
head and we were always going to
Turners Cross. I’m not even pushed
about getting an Ireland cap or
anything, it’s probably wrong to say
that but I’ve been on Irish trials and
City is more important to me.”

Kelly started out playing with her
brother and his friends, “it seemed to
be all boys around me growing up and
we’d just be out playing World Cup and
I just had the best laugh ever with them
and even them when I was playing with
dolls and stuff, it just wasn’t the same. I
just always wanted a ball, pictures of
me when I was small, there’s always a
ball with me.”

“I was a bit nervous to start with a club
because there were no girls’ teams
around me, just all boys club around
me, but Hollyhill had set-up a girls
team. I think that a few years before I
started playing it was up and running.
My dad knew the manager, John
McNamara (her City team-mate Ciara
McNamara’s dad) so I went up one
night and it just kicked off from there.”

“I thought I was going to hate it, I was
mad nervous, but I just loved it, I was
scoring in training and the girls were
lovely and I just settled in. We all
wanted to win from a young age,
Lauren Singleton was on my team and
we were all really driven from a young
age, it was class. I got to play in finals
in Turners Cross, I just loved it. I still
hear John at City games too, back like
when I was 12 years old. I love him, he
was brilliant when I was growing up.

Kelly with Corky the Cheetah at one of her frequent trips 
supporting City.
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“Hollyhill was brilliant, we were class
and we were winning loads, and the
games against Wilton would be like El
Classicos, the preparation for those and
everything, it was class. Carrigaline
were really strong too.

“Sure, Ciara used to be coaching me
and everything and I was tiny and I’d
be looking at her being on the City
team thinking I want to be her and now
we’re team-mates, It’s class.”

“I got into the Cork team when I was
about 12 and then the Gaynor Cup
team. I only got one Gaynor, we came
14th so it wasn’t the best, but we had a
brilliant time but we took it so
seriously, the foam rollers were out and
everything” she laughs “The next
Gaynor I was down as captain but I got
injured. I had a lot of trouble with my
knee and my hip and in the end, I was
nearly out for a year because they were
related and it was only with rest, we
realised that so I was in physio and
rehabilitation for about 6 months.”

“When I was back playing, I got Irish
trials and I was in that for a while but I
got cut after a bit and to be honest my
love for football went a little bit, and I
was thinking ‘I’m not good enough’ and
things like that. I just didn’t want to go
through that again, the funny thing was
that I hadn’t really enjoyed it anyway,
there were hardly anyone from outside
Dublin, I was the only Cork girl there, I
think I got intimidated or something, I
was really young and I had never been
to anything like that before. Then when
I was cut I just lost all my confidence.
That’s where my mom was really
important, she hasn’t a clue about
football” she laughs again “but she’s a
great support for the emotional side,
because it can be very tough and cut
throat at times.”

“Even after, I was offered trials after
my good year at City and I just didn’t
want to go back, but I’m Ok with that, I
didn’t want to fall out of love with the
game and then I got the call up to City,
and that was class for me, I think. We
had Laura Shine and Eva Mangan U17
and we didn’t lose once, we were just
brilliant and I thought it would be like
that forever, though we got hit a bit
badly on that when we went senior” she
smiles “We won the league that year,
beating Shamrock Rovers in Athlone, it
was great.”

“When I was U17s with City it was all
about getting to Senior. It’s all about
City for me. Laura got the call-up to
Senior first, then Eva and me were
called up. Last year was Eva and my
first year and unfortunately, we were
losing loads, but it’s different now.”
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“Danny called me to get me back. I’ll be
honest, I was a bit iffy at first, but the
way the girls were talking about training
and how it was so positive and I’m so
glad I’m back now, it’s better than ever.
I do need to get into a routine myself a
bit, my fitness is still a bit off from
where I’d like it to be. I’d like to be
consistently playing matches, but
there’s been international breaks and
Cup weekends which meant we haven’t
played every week, so I’m hoping I’ll
have that with UCC in the off-season,
along with whatever plan Danny has me
doing.”

“I think for the first time since I stepped
up to senior, we all really do believe in
each other. It’s hard to explain, but
before we all knew we could play
football and we would be doing our
best, and so were all the coaches, but
the belief just wasn’t there, we would be
going into games expecting to be beaten
and worrying about keeping the score
down. That’s definitely changed, it
doesn’t happen overnight, I still think
our heads dropped a bit with the second
Peamount goal the last game, but the
atmosphere and belief is back, and my
love of the game is too I feel.”

“It was really hard for all of us the last
couple of years, the coaches too – they
were putting in so much time and effort,
but it just wasn’t coming - just getting
hammered every week. The big teams
coming down knowing that the game
was already lost in our heads, but I
think the I think the Shels game shows
we can be fearless next season. “We
needed someone like him to come in
and just lay everything out. ”

“He’s not scared to be tough with us
because we’re girls, he treats us as
footballers first. He gets straight to the
point but at the same time he’s so
supportive, he cares so much, he’d do
anything for us, himself and James.”

“I just started in UCC, I had a trail and
played one match against with them,
I’m looking forward to that because I’m
still coming back and especially my
fitness needs to improve, but It’s 100%
focus on City and then UCC in the off-
season then to keep playing games.” “

“Obviously, we want 6 points from the
last two games, but we are just looking
at that as a way to kick start into next
season. We’ll be a different level I feel.”

Kelly in action for UCC last week pic: Eric Barry
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Today’s playlist is a little 
different for the last game of 

the season. 

We’ve put together a playlist 
of Irish Women who deserve 
attention. So give it a listen 
and #COYGIG on the music 

front too

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0sRTKdCHgFMOLtjXOohMFY
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ACADEMY ROUND UP

Last weekend saw our WU17s qualify for the League Final with a thrilling win
away in the Showgrounds to Sligo Rovers and 24 hours later out WU19s saw
their dress rehearsal for their semi-final cut short due to torrential rain. Quite
a lot for Jess Lawton to reflect on, when she spoke to City View this week.

“The semi-final was a tough game, in a lot of ways semi-finals are tougher
than finals because it’s a horrible stage to lose at, a lot of nerves when you’re
close, but you’re not quite there yet.”

“We didn’t settle into the game great, it probably took us 25 minutes to really
settle into it and find our feet. It was a competitive game, Sligo are a really
good side and they move the ball well and try to get in behind. We knew that
was coming and we’d worked on it, so we were able to deal with it but the
nerves meant we didn’t play our style of football for a good while. I think
everyone has seen Keira’s goal at this stage, great control, and an even better
finish.”

“That settled us, and it was a bit of a physical battle, but we have added that to
our game and stood up to it really well. We broke the ball down well in
midfield, didn’t allow them to get their game going and at half time we spoke
about how Sligo were going to come at us with everything and rightfully so.”
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“Our rotation in midfield was excellent
once we settled, we were really fluid and
difficult to mark. Heidi played a little bit
higher which gave us an opportunity to
get out and give that bit of comfort to the
back four who were excellent. Mick and I
were saying we never needed a second
goal more in our lives when Kiera
scored.”

“They had nothing to lose at that stage
and pressed us high, but we stepped out
a little and pushed them back and made
them rely on balls over the top. We
defended brilliantly. Sligo were really
good, we just had to dig it out in the end,
different to Donegal in the previous
round where our football won it for us.”

“The final is Sunday week in Tolka Park
at 2pm. It’s really exciting for the girls, a
really young squad this year but they’ve
all stepped up to the different challenges
that we’ve faced. This is what they’ve
aimed for, every single player has
developed and they’re reaping the
rewards of the time and effort they’ve put
in. Shels are an excellent side, but we
know what we need to do to come out on
top and bring home the league title, both
for ourselves but also the parents and
supporters who followed the girls all over
the country.”

“We’ve earned it and we just need to
enjoy the experience, and you leave
everything on the pitch and not come
away with regrets, whatever the result.”

“The U19s on Sunday was a literal
washout, we looked at the Shels game as
an opportunity to see where we were at
ahead of the semi-final against Shamrock
Rovers. We knew the forecast was awful,
the pitch was fine and passed the pre-
match inspection, wasn’t holding water.”

“The amount of rain that fell during the
opening half was incredible. Both teams
started well, moved the ball well given the
conditions but it did get progressively
worse, surface water was becoming an
issue, holding up the ball. At half time, the
match officials and both clubs’ staffs, all
agreed that it wasn’t safe to continue in
those conditions. Player safety always
comes first. Look, the girls were
disappointed, but completely understood
the situation and the decision.”

“The U19s go into their semi-final now on
Tuesday, Nov 1st at 7.30pm. The game will
be in Cork, we just have to confirm the
venue. Shamrock Rovers are the
opposition, an exceptional side all season,
but the girls will be really up for it and
looking forward to it. We’ve had two good
games against them, we’ve each come out
on top once so it’s all to play for. We have a
lot to work on but we have a week and a
half to prepare, and we’ll put everything
we can into it.”
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Queen Maeve
Fresh from captaining City’s WU17
side in a thrilling 2-0 win away to
Sligo Rovers in the League Semi-
Final, Maeve O’Leary sat down with
City View to look back on the game,
look forward to the final in Tolka
Park against Shelbourne and her
hope of finally adding a soccer
medal to the one she won at U12s
with Douglas Hall.
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We started by reflecting on an
overnight trip to Sligo for the League
Semi Final, just one week after another
to Donegal for the Quarter Final.

“It was a great win to be honest, going
up there we knew it was going to be
such a tough game because we’d played
them twice already this season. We lost
1-0 up in Sligo and then beat them 2-1
so we knew there was nothing between
the teams. We probably didn’t start off
the best, we were under the cosh the
first 20-25 minutes and then we had a
great counterattack, Fiana [Bradley] set
up Kiera [Sena] and finished brilliantly.
In the second half, we defended well,
but we didn’t sink back, we tried to win
the ball high and Kiera got a second
goal. After that we saw out the game,
we were really good.

City stuttered a little at the beginning of
the Elite phase, but all that’s forgotten
now. “We had a period there where the
results were going against us but we
knew we just had to be patient and it
was about hitting form at the right
time. Because of the playoffs, the
winner might not be the most
consistent team but the one on form.”

“We did struggle defensively at the start
of the Elite Tier, but we made a few
changes and Ciara Fitz [Fitzpatrick]
coming in, she’s been incredible so
we’re back to keeping clean sheets now
and we’re doing so much better.”

The Final being played in Tolka Park
holds little fear for the squad “We
played Sligo in the Showgrounds last
weekend, they had massive support in a
big stadium, but so did we, the parents
and our families are on board with us
and will be there. “

“We love travelling together, we all get
on so well, everyone says it, it’s actually
weird how well we all get on, we’ve
been away in Donegal and Sligo in the
playoffs, so travelling and away support
and a big ground doesn’t phase us at all.
We’ve played Shels twice, they beat us
6-2, but in the most recent game we
beat them 5-4 and we’ve just improved
so much since that 5-4 win. Even that
day conceding four, we’ve only
conceded to a single penalty in the
quarter final and semi-final. We’ve
tightened up a lot, and Kiera and Fiana
are scoring for fun. I’m quietly
confident.”

Jess Lawton takes the post game huddle in Sligo in front of the supporters who made the trip.
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A league medal would be a welcome
addition to Maeve’s trophy cabinet,
where club soccer medals are lacking.

“I started with Douglas Hall, and I
joined there when I was about 6, and I
played with them all the way through to
U16 when I joined City at the start of
last season. We actually only won the
U12 Cup ever, won 1-0 in extra time, we
got to some many finals but always lost
them.”

“It was only the Tipperary Girls really
who were new to me. I actually went
into training with the U17s straight
away. We have Tipp, Cork and Kerry
girls in now and it’s just introductions
and then off you go and you train
together, we all get on really well.”

“I played Gaelic Football with Douglas
up until the very end of last season and I
absolutely loved it. I was on the Cork
U15 team so I knew Niamh Cotter and
Heidi Mackin from that. I loved GAA so
much, but it was really hard to balance
both sports, if trainings clashed, so I felt
I wasn’t being fair to the football then.

“Wilton and Ringmahon were very
good, they were always winning stuff.
Youghal beat us one year too, Jess was
probably coaching them” she laughs.

“Since U12s I was involved with the
Cork County side too, so I’ve known
loads of the girls in the City side for
years because we all played together for
so long. When I came into the academy
first with Aine [O’Donovan] and mick
[Collins] I knew most of the girls from
Gaynor Cup.”

Maeve with her U12 Trophy, won with Douglas Hall.

“Towards the end of last season, we got
into a final and I was trying to balance
them both and it just wasn’t working so
I said I’d take a step back and
concentrate on soccer. I might look to go
back playing Gaelic Football in a few
years depending on how things go. Even
if you wanted to go into the gym to do
strength work, you just don’t have time
to do it properly. You have to be focused
if you want to really pursue something,
you just have to give it everything and
it’s not fair to coaches and team-mates
in other sports if you can’t do that.”

Signing for Cork City while in Transition
year in school meant that she’s recently
had to start thinking about that balance.
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“I’m in fifth year now, since I went back
to school it’s been fine, sometimes on
Tuesdays it can be a bit tight for
homework alright, because I might only
have an hour before training, but we have
a half day on Wednesday so I’m usually
able to catch up straight away.”

“Next year I’ll have to find the balance
alright for the leaving. It’s a big
commitment alright, but I don’t mind
personally, again because everyone gets
on so well, and I’ve known some of the
girls so long, it’s like I’m with my friends
the whole time, if you get me.”

“Some weekends when you have a 17s
and 19s game you’re fairly tired, but I
love it. Next year I’m moving onto 19s
and I that’s a good opportunity for me to
put myself on other people’s radars.”

“You can mix in senior players at that
level so you can show that you’re ready to
push towards the senior team and I have
given up Gaelic Football to focus on
soccer, so it’s all in now for me at this
stage and hopefully I can start to get into
the senior squad.”

Returning to the final, there’s one person
the team really want to win for. “Jess is
brilliant, on Saturday up in Sligo after we
won and we were going in to do our team
huddle she brought us over to the stand
where the parents and we kind of did the
huddle all together. Everyone has bought
into her so much, her attitude is so
positive and even when we did have that
bad spell at the start of the Elite phase,
she never doubted us for a second, her
enthusiasm is just never ending really.”

Maeve, front left, on a Cork Gaynor U12 side that featured City team-mates, Ellie O’Brien, Keira Sena, Kayleigh Still, 
Chloe Atkinson and Ailbhe O’Donovan. (with Ciara Mac and Dan Burke)
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#1 Abby McCarthy
H The Other Three Amigos 
Podcast
A KBD Photos

#13 Maria O’Sullivan
Available to Sponsor

#26 Hannah Walsh
Available to Sponsor

#2 Natalie O’Brien
Available to Sponsor

#3 Danielle Burke
H Douglas Credit Union

#4 Ciara McNamara
H Cathedral Credit Union

#4 Zara Foley
H Dennehy Health & Fitness

#11 Shaunagh McCarty
H Ballincollig Credit Union

#19 Orlaith Deasy
Available to Sponsor

#24 Lauren Walsh
H CCFC Board of 
Management

#25 Lauren Singleton
H Singleton’s SuperValu 
Hollyhill

#6 Aoife Cronin
Available to Sponsor

#8 Kate O’Donovan
H Kilpaddoge Energy Ltd

# Leah Murphy
Available to Sponsor

#17 Riona Crowley
H Ronayne Shipping

#18 Becky Cassin
H Flag Man
A On The Ball Media

Senior Squad Pen Pics and Sponsor Info
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#20 Eva Mangan
H The Other Three Amigos 
Podcast
A Colm O’Donoghue

#28 Chloe Atkinson
Available to Sponsor

#7 Nadine Seward
Available to Sponsor

#9 Christina Dring
Available to Sponsor

#14 Aoibhin Donnelly
Available to Sponsor

#16 Laura Shine
H Blarney Developments 
Limited

#27 Ellie O’Brien
H The Other Three Amigos 
Podcast

#32 Lauren Egbuloniu
Available to Sponsor

#22 Kelly Leahy
H Just Perfect IT

# Aisling Kelly
Available to Sponsor

# Mia O’Connell
Available to Sponsor

# Heidi Mackin
Available to Sponsor

# Fiana Bradley
Available to Sponsor

# Kate Irwin
Available to Sponsor

# Niamh Cotter
Available to Sponsor
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