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FROM THE DUGOUT

3Enjoy the game,
Jess Lawton

It’s fantastic to be in today’s League final at Tolka
Park. It’s really exciting for the girls, a young
squad this year who have all stepped up to the
different challenges that we’ve faced.

They’ve worked really hard week in, week out.
We’re in month 8 of competitive football. Some
have played over 45 games this season and it
shows their dedication to the game because they
do sacrifice a lot. They choose football over other
options that girls their age take for granted and
for that reason, I’m delighted they’ve gotten the
reward of the League Final.

Shelbourne are an excellent side, and we have a
win each in our two games this season. The
standard right across the league is rising, and we
found we lacked goals, and conceded more when
we joined the Elite phase so it was important we
hit form at the right time.

Looking at our stats now, shots on target has
gone up and we’re on 96 goals across the season
now which is a massive number. Obviously, Fiana
has scored a huge amount goals, but the goals are
well spread out with Keira, Kayleigh scoring and
even Heidi and Ciara offering threats from set-
pieces out of defence. But it’s probably the
improvement in defence over the past few
months that has been the foundation

We’ve earned our place here, and the support
along the way has been amazing. Today, we just
need to enjoy the experience, leave everything on
the pitch and not come away with regrets,
whatever the result
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Semi Final report

It’s two weekend’s since our WU17s qualified for the League Final with a
thrilling win away in the Showgrounds to Sligo Rovers leaving quite a lot for
Jess Lawton to reflect on, when she spoke to City View recently.

“The semi-final up in Sligo was a tough game, in a lot of ways semi-finals are
tougher than finals because it’s a horrible stage to lose at, a lot of nerves when
you’re close, but you’re not quite there yet.”

“We didn’t settle into the game great, it probably took us 25 minutes to really
settle into it and find our feet. It was a competitive game, Sligo are a really
good side and they move the ball well and try to get in behind. We knew that
was coming and we’d worked on it, so we were able to deal with it but the
nerves meant we didn’t play our style of football for a good while. I think
everyone has seen Keira’s goal at this stage, great control, and an even better
finish.”

“That settled us, and it was a bit of a physical battle, but we have added that to
our game and stood up to it really well. We broke the ball down well in
midfield, didn’t allow them to get their game going and at half time we spoke
about how Sligo were going to come at us with everything and rightfully so.”
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“Our rotation in midfield was excellent
once we settled, we were really fluid and
difficult to mark. Heidi played a little bit
higher which gave us an opportunity to
get out and give that bit of comfort to the
back four who were excellent. Mick and I
were saying we never needed a second
goal more in our lives when Kiera
scored.”

“They had nothing to lose at that stage
and pressed us high, but we stepped out
a little and pushed them back and made
them rely on balls over the top. We
defended brilliantly. Sligo were really
good, we just had to dig it out in the end,
different to Donegal in the previous
round where our football won it for us.”

“The final is Sunday Tolka Park at 2pm.
It’s really exciting for the girls, a really
young squad this year but they’ve all
stepped up to the different challenges that
we’ve faced. This is what they’ve aimed
for, every single player has developed and
they’re reaping the rewards of the time
and effort they’ve put in. Shels are an
excellent side, but we know what we need
to do to come out on top and bring home
the league title, both for ourselves but also
the parents and supporters who followed
the girls all over the country.”

“We’ve earned it and we just need to enjoy
the experience, and you leave everything
on the pitch and not come away with
regrets, whatever the result.”
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U17 Goals
Phase 1

Elite Phase
PlayOffs

League Total
Cup Total

Total Goals
Fiana Bradley

8
6

1
15

9
24

Kiera Sena
3

9
3

15
4

19
Kayleigh Still

3
7

1
11

1
12

Ellie O'Brien
4

0
4

0
4

Chloe Atkinson
2

0
2

0
2

Heidi M
ackin

3
1

2
6

0
6

Grace Flanagan
5

1
6

0
6

Shauna Sheahan
3

1
4

1
5

Niamh Cotter
2

1
3

1
4

Jaydine Seward
2

1
3

1
4

Sarah Bell
0

1
1

1
2

Ciara Fitzatrick
0

2
2

0
2

M
aeve O'Leary

1
0

1
0

1
Emer Slattery

0
1

1
0

1
Own Goals

3
1

4
0

496
Total  Goals through the 2022 W

U17 Season

96 goals scored by the WU17 side in 2022.
Here’s how it breaks down

STAT ATTACK by BRIAN COTTER
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AROUND THE CLUB

Huge congratulations to Kiera Sena, Fiana Bradley and Heidi
Mackin who were part of the Irish WU17 side who finished top of
their Qualification Group, containing Finland, Austria and Northern
Ireland, last week. The competition was played in Northern Ireland.
Kiera won the Player of the game award for her performance against
Finland, which was presented by former Cork Gaynor and Cork City
FC coach, Chelsea Noonan.

Cork City FC Women’s 
teammates Grace 
Flanagan, Niamh 
Cotter, Ciara 
Fitzpatrick and Ellie 
O’Brien made the long 
drive up to cheer the 
three girls on during 
the qualifiers, which 
shows again the 
incredible friendship 
among the squad.
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Queen Maeve
Fresh from captaining City’s WU17
side in a thrilling 2-0 win away to
Sligo Rovers in the League Semi-
Final, Maeve O’Leary sat down with
City View to look back on the game,
look forward to the final in Tolka
Park against Shelbourne and her
hope of finally adding a soccer
medal to the one she won at U12s
with Douglas Hall.
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We started by reflecting on an
overnight trip to Sligo for the League
Semi Final, just one week after another
to Donegal for the Quarter Final.

“It was a great win to be honest, going
up there we knew it was going to be
such a tough game because we’d played
them twice already this season. We lost
1-0 up in Sligo and then beat them 2-1
so we knew there was nothing between
the teams. We probably didn’t start off
the best, we were under the cosh the
first 20-25 minutes and then we had a
great counterattack, Fiana [Bradley] set
up Kiera [Sena] and finished brilliantly.
In the second half, we defended well,
but we didn’t sink back, we tried to win
the ball high and Kiera got a second
goal. After that we saw out the game,
we were really good.

City stuttered a little at the beginning of
the Elite phase, but all that’s forgotten
now. “We had a period there where the
results were going against us but we
knew we just had to be patient and it
was about hitting form at the right
time. Because of the playoffs, the
winner might not be the most
consistent team but the one on form.”

“We did struggle defensively at the start
of the Elite Tier, but we made a few
changes and Ciara Fitz [Fitzpatrick]
coming in, she’s been incredible so
we’re back to keeping clean sheets now
and we’re doing so much better.”

The Final being played in Tolka Park
holds little fear for the squad “We
played Sligo in the Showgrounds last
weekend, they had massive support in a
big stadium, but so did we, the parents
and our families are on board with us
and will be there. “

“We love travelling together, we all get
on so well, everyone says it, it’s actually
weird how well we all get on, we’ve
been away in Donegal and Sligo in the
playoffs, so travelling and away support
and a big ground doesn’t phase us at all.
We’ve played Shels twice, they beat us
6-2, but in the most recent game we
beat them 5-4 and we’ve just improved
so much since that 5-4 win. Even that
day conceding four, we’ve only
conceded to a single penalty in the
quarter final and semi-final. We’ve
tightened up a lot, and Kiera and Fiana
are scoring for fun. I’m quietly
confident.”

Jess Lawton takes the post game huddle in Sligo in front of the supporters who made the trip.
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A league medal would be a welcome
addition to Maeve’s trophy cabinet,
where club soccer medals are lacking.

“I started with Douglas Hall, and I
joined there when I was about 6, and I
played with them all the way through to
U16 when I joined City at the start of
last season. We actually only won the
U12 Cup ever, won 1-0 in extra time, we
got to some many finals but always lost
them.”

“It was only the Tipperary Girls really
who were new to me. I actually went
into training with the U17s straight
away. We have Tipp, Cork and Kerry
girls in now and it’s just introductions
and then off you go and you train
together, we all get on really well.”

“I played Gaelic Football with Douglas
up until the very end of last season and I
absolutely loved it. I was on the Cork
U15 team so I knew Niamh Cotter and
Heidi Mackin from that. I loved GAA so
much, but it was really hard to balance
both sports, if trainings clashed, so I felt
I wasn’t being fair to the football then.

“Wilton and Ringmahon were very
good, they were always winning stuff.
Youghal beat us one year too, Jess was
probably coaching them” she laughs.

“Since U12s I was involved with the
Cork County side too, so I’ve known
loads of the girls in the City side for
years because we all played together for
so long. When I came into the academy
first with Aine [O’Donovan] and mick
[Collins] I knew most of the girls from
Gaynor Cup.”

Maeve with her U12 Trophy, won with Douglas Hall.

“Towards the end of last season, we got
into a final and I was trying to balance
them both and it just wasn’t working so
I said I’d take a step back and
concentrate on soccer. I might look to go
back playing Gaelic Football in a few
years depending on how things go. Even
if you wanted to go into the gym to do
strength work, you just don’t have time
to do it properly. You have to be focused
if you want to really pursue something,
you just have to give it everything and
it’s not fair to coaches and team-mates
in other sports if you can’t do that.”

Signing for Cork City while in Transition
year in school meant that she’s recently
had to start thinking about that balance.
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“I’m in fifth year now, since I went back
to school it’s been fine, sometimes on
Tuesdays it can be a bit tight for
homework alright, because I might only
have an hour before training, but we have
a half day on Wednesday so I’m usually
able to catch up straight away.”

“Next year I’ll have to find the balance
alright for the leaving. It’s a big
commitment alright, but I don’t mind
personally, again because everyone gets
on so well, and I’ve known some of the
girls so long, it’s like I’m with my friends
the whole time, if you get me.”

“Some weekends when you have a 17s
and 19s game you’re fairly tired, but I
love it. Next year I’m moving onto 19s
and I that’s a good opportunity for me to
put myself on other people’s radars.”

“You can mix in senior players at that
level so you can show that you’re ready to
push towards the senior team and I have
given up Gaelic Football to focus on
soccer, so it’s all in now for me at this
stage and hopefully I can start to get into
the senior squad.”

Returning to the final, there’s one person
the team really want to win for. “Jess is
brilliant, on Saturday up in Sligo after we
won and we were going in to do our team
huddle she brought us over to the stand
where the parents and we kind of did the
huddle all together. Everyone has bought
into her so much, her attitude is so
positive and even when we did have that
bad spell at the start of the Elite phase,
she never doubted us for a second, her
enthusiasm is just never ending really.”

Maeve, front left, on a Cork Gaynor U12 side that featured City team-mates, Ellie O’Brien, Keira Sena, Kayleigh Still, 
Chloe Atkinson and Ailbhe O’Donovan. (with Ciara Mac and Dan Burke)
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Clodagh FitzgeraldShauna Cashman

Julie Bowen

Zoe Finnerty

Sarah Bell Ailbhe O’Donovan

Heidi Mackin Ciara Fitzpatrick

Niamh Cotter

Cork City FC 
Women’s U17 

Squad 2022

Maeve O’Leary Keira Sena
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Jaydine Seward

Grace Flanagan

Shauna Sheehan

Kayleigh Still Caoimhe Golden

Fiana Bradley Charley Conroy-RocheEmer Slattery

Chloe Atkinson Sophie O’SullivanOrla Barrett

Ellie O’Brien



15

MEMORY LANE: 
Flashback to 2020 when Cork City FC WU17s lifted the league trophy after 

defeating Shamrock Rovers in an exciting final at Athlone Town Stadium. The 
team contained a number of future Senior team players – Can you spot them?
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